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Confessed child molester gets 30 years
John Wayne Hinton of Somerset will be at least 92 years old before he can apply for
parole from prison.
The 62-year-old East Sanner Street resident was sentenced this morning to a
minimum of 30 years and a maximum of 60 years in state prison.
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WINDBER — Developers have pulled the plug on the 60-megawatt Shaffer Mountain Wind
Farm project.
“Because of a combination of factors, including uncertainty surrounding federal policies,
Gamesa has decided to halt development plans for its proposed Shaffer Mountain Wind
Farm in Somerset County,” Gamesa Energy U.S.A. spokesman David Rosenberg said in a
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statement sent to The Tribune-Democrat.
The decision was celebrated by opponents who had been fighting the company for six years.
“I feel great because of the fact that we went up against insurmountable odds,” Shaffer
Mountain resident Joseph J. Cominsky said Monday. “There is a pristine piece of wilderness
that should be preserved and will be preserved.”
Cominsky was the first to raise concerns about the proposed 30-turbine wind farm in 2006,
taking his message to township supervisors meetings in Ogle, Paint and Shade townships.
Enlisting support, he helped opponents organize as Save Our Mountain and raise money for
the fight.
Meanwhile he continued his impassioned pleas at township supervisors and Windber Area
Authority meetings. He collapsed and was taken by ambulance from one Paint Township
meeting.
“I had two heart attacks over this,” he said. “I should be dead.”
As opposition grew, hundreds came out to public hearings in June 2007 at Pitt-Johnstown
and in August 2007 and again in August 2010 at Somerset Area High School.
An endangered Indiana bat found dead last September under a wind turbine near Lilly
interrupted Shaffer Mountain’s permitting process while U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
investigators reviewed the situation. Shaffer Mountain has an Indiana bat maternity colony
and is on the same migratory pathway as the Lilly turbine, experts said.
Shaffer Mountain property owner Richard Bair said Gamesa’s decision to scrap the project
will cost him as much as $750,000 over the next 30 years.
Bair blames the Fish and Wildlife Service’s pending ruling.
“A senior official told them the service would not give them a valid green light,” Bair said.
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