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Creating Blackwater PSD
By: Jennifer Britt
The Parsons Advocate

John C. Stump a repre-

sentative from Steptoe and 

Johnson, PLLC presented 

the Tucker County Com-

mission with papers that 

needed their signatures and 

approval for submission to 

the Public Service Com-

mission for the completion 

of the fi rst step in creating 

the Blackwater Public Ser-

vice District (PSD). Stump 

explained the steps of the 

lengthy process and answered ques-

tions from the Commission and oth-

ers. 

According to his biograph on the 

Steptoe and Johnson webpage at 

www.steptoe-johnson.com, “Stump

concentrates his practice in the areas 

of municipal bonds, project fi nance, 

economic development and utility 

regulation. Mr. Stump’s experience 

includes signifi cant involvement in 

tax-exempt and taxable bond issues 

of all types, a variety of economic 

development projects, and providing 

legal representation to utilities, fi nan-

cial institutions, and municipal and 

other public bodies. 

Stump has extensive experience as 

bond counsel, underwriter’s counsel, 

and issuer’s counsel for tax-exempt 

and taxable bond issues for public 

works of state agencies, counties, 

municipalities, and public service 

districts, as well as conduit fi nancings 

for 501(c)(3) corporations, private 

educational institutions, and indus-

trial development projects.

Stump has represented a number 

of companies, ranging from For-

tune 500 international conglomer-

ates to privately held start-ups, in 

the negotiation and identifi cation of 

state economic development incen-

tive packages.  He has negotiated, 

and implemented, all types of devel-

opment incentives, including Tax 

Increment Financing, Economic 

Opportunity Districts and Tourism 

Development Credits. 

Stump regularly represents utilities 

before regulatory agencies.  His expe-

rience includes testifying as an expert 

witness before regulatory agencies on 

project fi nancing issues.”

Before the Public Service Com-

mission will approve the creation of 

the Blackwater PSD the commission 

working along with the mayors from 

Thomas and Davis would need to 

create a board of three to fi ve mem-

bers. The board will then assume the 

responsibility of designing the PSD. 

Once the project is complete and run-

ning adequately the PSD will acquire 

any sewage project debt from both 

Davis and Thomas as well as the 

maintenance and upkeep of the drain-

age pipes. 

City of Thomas Mayor, Jodi Fla-

nagan, asked, “Both City of Thomas 

and Davis has projects that are getting 

ready to come out with projects for I 

& I for the separation of water. Would 

it be better to wait until the PSD is 

created and let them fund those proj-

ects? Say we get a grant for $1 mil-

lion, and we have to take a loan out 

for 20 percent of the grant who pays 

the 20 percent?” Stump answered, 

“All your debt that is associated with 

the sewer system so long as the PSD 

is taking over the collections systems 

as well. And that it is my anticipation 

or at least what is being discussed.” 

Davis and Thomas will no  be in 

the sewage business. The PSD will 

remove all sewer obligations for 

Davis and Thomas. All sewer bonds 

will be assumed by the PSD. Dis-

cussions will need to take place, but 

those meetings can not happen until 

the board and PSD is created.  Stump 

said, “It is important to create the 

board, so everyone is on the same 

page.”

The design of the project, obtain-

ing all the permits needed, and be in a 

position to actually go to construction 

will take approximately two years. 

The installation of the project has an 

unseen time gauge based upon the 

time it takes to obtain the approval 

from the Public Service District. 

The PSD could be done from start to 

fi nish in two to three years but that 

would be tough according to Stump.

Stump explained the process by 

saying, “The most likely structure 

I see is the Public Service District 

is created. The Public Service Dis-

trict assumes responsibility for the 

design after the board members are 

appointed by the county commission. 

Because whatever is built they are 

going to have to own and operate it. 

So those people who are going to be 

responsible for it need to do the design 

to understand what is done. Once the 

project is done, whatever occurs and 

speaking of a regional waste water 

plant, even if it is ponds, the district 

in order to build that will acquire the 

assets of both municipalities. Now, 

will that happen before construction 

of the regional plant or after. I have 

seen it done both ways. 

Commissioner Fred Davis asked, 

“What happens if one council does 

not agree?” Stump responded stat-

ing that once the board is created, the 

councils have to vote whether they 

want to transfer over all assets to the 
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Budget Updates for City of Parsons

By: Jennifer Britt
The Parsons Advocate

City Administrator Agnes 

“Aggie” Arnold presented the 

City of Parsons’ Council with the 

general fund revenue and budget 

control reports for the month of 

October. The report was prepared 

by acting Treasurer Jason Myers. 

According to the revenue control 

report the original budget was 

for $711,449 plus an approved 

revision of $291,367 equaling 

a revised budget of $1,002,816. 

The amount received thus far is 

$316,785.90 leaving $686,030.10 

uncollected for the fi scal year.  

The fi scal year runs July to July 

each year. Out of the revised bud-

get of $1,002,816 there has been 

$260,565.17 expended in multi-

ple departments leaving an unex-

pended amount of $742,250.83 

of the budget. Chairwoman 

Melissa Jones asked Arnold to 

explain what the streets/trans-

National Hospice and Palliative 
Care Month Proclaimed by TC 
Commission
By: Jennifer Britt
The Parsons Advocate

Nancy Dotson from West 

Virginia Caring presented the 

Tucker County Commission 

with a proclamation declaring 

the month of November as the 

National Hospice and Palliative 

Care Month. Dotson read the 

proclamation to the commis-

sion and the proclamation was 

accepted by the commissioners. 

The proclamation read hospice 

and palliative care are holistic, 

patient and family centered, and 

provided by a team approach to 

treat the body, mind, and spirit. 

At the heart of all of this is meet-

ing patients and families where 

they are living with serious, life-

limiting illnesses. 

For more than 40 years, hos-

pice and community based 

palliative care providers have 

helped provide comfort and dig-

nity to millions of people. They 

empower people to live as fully 

as possible surrounded and sup-

ported by family and loved ones 

despite the life limiting illness. 

Over 1.5 million Medicare 

benefi ciaries and their families 

receive care from the nation’s 

hospice programs every year. 

Each year if 80 percent as 

opposed to the current 50 percent 

of decedent Medicare benefi cia-

ries used hospice for 24 month 

nearly $2 billion could be saved 

by the Medicare program annu-

ally. 

West Virginia Caring, for-

mally known as Hospice Care 

Corporation has faithfully served 

West Virginia for nearly 40 years 

in Barbour, Braxton, Calhoun, 

Gilmer, Marion, Monongalia, 

Pocahontas, Preston, Randolph, 

Taylor, Tucker, and Wetzel coun-

ties. 

Mistee Griffi  th and her sons, Easton and Parker, Stan and Hazel 
Dragovich, and Dorothy Carr helped City Administrator Agnes 
“Aggie” Arnold (not pictured) with placing fl ags on veteran’s 
grave sites at the City of Parsons Cemetery for Veteran’s Day. 
(Photo courtesy of City of Parsons Facebook page)

Eric Sharad from the Thrasher 
Group updating Parsons City 
Council on the top projects.

Accepting the TC Commissioner signed Proclamation declaring 
November the National Hospice and Palliative Care Month in 
the middle is Nancy Dotson with Commissioners, L to R, Fred 
Davis, Mike Rosenau, and Lowell Moore.

The Tucker County Commission along with TC Clerk Sherry Simmons signing 
papers presented by John C. Stump for the creation of the Blackwater PSD.

Corridor H “Go North” 
fundraiser a success

THOMAS, West Virginia—A group of local indi-

viduals, businesses, and organizations concerned about 

the route Corridor H will take near Davis, Thomas and 

the Blackwater Canyon hosted a fundraising and infor-

mational event on Thursday, November 17, from 4 to 8 

p.m. at The Purple Fiddle in Thomas.  Admission was 
free and open to the public.  Approximately 50 people 
attended and proceeds from the event will benefi t ini-

tiatives to support a northern route for Corridor H.

Maps and other information regarding Corridor H 

were available, as well as “Go North” stickers and 

signs.  Guidance on submitting public comments to the 

West Virginia Department of Highways (DOH) by the 

December 12, 2022 deadline was also available.  The 

event featured complimentary food and non-alcoholic 

drinks provided by the Purple Fiddle and music by the 

band Localmotive.  

Those who are undecided about the highway route 

can learn more about the concerns of the group and the 

possibility of a northern route for the project at https://

www.wvhighlands.org/highways/ and https://www. 
saveblackwater.org/corridor-h.

To date, 2,798 individuals have signed a Change.org 

petition in support of what the group considers a better 

route for Corridor H.  Hundreds of local individuals 

and business owners also have signed petitions in favor 

of a northern route, and the Tucker County Chamber of 

Commerce recently issued a press release which 

indicates that of its 75 members, 43 completed surveys 

regarding the route and 28 voted in favor of a north-ern 

alternative.  Nine supported the currently proposed 

DOH route, and fi ve indicated a need for additional 

information.  Following a Corridor H workshop hosted 
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Editor: 
The good people of Leadmine, and the surround-

ings communities near Saint George, deserve better 

from their government than they are getting from the 

US Forest Service right now. USFS has not listened to 

the people who know that in this instance, in this area 

of steep hillsides and old growth hardwoods, clearcut-

ting wouldn't be a good management practice; it would 

be FOOLISH and DESTRUCTIVE.  The USFS Upper 

Cheat River Project currently involves a plan to clear-

cut 3,500 acres. Please do as I and many others are 

doing and email Cheat District Ranger Jon Morgan at 

jonathan.morgan@usda.gov and ask that this clear-cut-

ting, this "Upper Cheat River Project" be put on hold, 

and that the eff orts at management be re-evaluated, to 

focus on water retention on steep slopes, invasive weed 

control, carbon storage, old-growth protection, and 

safeguarding drinking water quality and overall quality 

of life for the area's residents.  

Sincerely, 

Deborah Stiles 
Limestone Mountain, Saint George 

Letter to the Editor:
About the article "Filler Upgrades Weather Station" 

in the Nov. 16 Advocate:   I was able to view the current 

weather report from Dennis Filler's station just now 

using Wunderground where it is labeled "Holly Mead-

ows River Bend Estates Station."   Good info and good 

to see him on the air. There is a "science issue" with 

one portion of the article.  It states that   "the main dif-

ference between barometric pressure and atmospheric 

pressure is that atmospheric pressure describes the 

pressure exerted by the atmosphere whereas barometric 

pressure refers to pressure measured by a barometer."  I 

would think technical readers and all current  9th grade 

science students know better.  Barometric pressure IS 

atmospheric pressure regardless of how it was mea-

sured.  Typically 14.7 psi at sea level and varying over 

time based on altitude,  high pressure or low pressure 

weather circumstances, etc.  Normal or typical atmo-

spheric pressure (being the same as barometric pres-

sure) varies with altitude above sea level and can in fact 

be used to measure altitude. The simplest non-radar 

altimeters in aircraft read altitude based on pressure.  

Since it changes relatively slowly over time compared 

to a climbing aircraft,  pilots routinely set their altim-

eter calibrated in feet (either to zero or to the known 

geographic altitude of the airport)  before takeoff .  The 

pressure change downward due to their altitude after 

takeoff  is used to read altitude in the cockpit.    

Another misleading thing about the article regards 

forecasts.   The only kind of forecast in a personal 

weather station (PWS) like his is based on pressure 

changes, clarifi ed by the ambientweather.com website.  

Rising air pressure tends to mean clearing and less pre-

cipitation while dropping pressure tends to indicate an 

approaching low pressure center with storms and pre-

cipitation.  That could be done (and has been done for 

many years) using a barometer and watching the trend 

of it's readings. It was said that "these forecasts are 

generated for our location (true) and not coming out of 

Clarksburg Weather (also true but very misleading.)"    

Weather services, like Wunderground, utilize the data 

from large numbers of sources including PWS data 

from many sites but are certainly not basing their fore-

casts based on any one station's data. These national 

(actually global)  services use huge weather models run-

ning on large computers which utilize data from thou-

sands of sources. The models can then be interrogated 

to provide forecasts for a specifi c given location on the 

earth.  Wunderground can provide a FORECAST for a 

location  (such as at the Parsons station location) which 

comes from a large complex system, not from that local 

station.  They also provide and show on the home com-

puter screen the CURRENT data such as temperature, 

pressure, humidity, etc.  which DO come from the local 

station selected on the screen.    Big diff erence between 

using data from a PWS and thinking that the PWS itself 

generates the forecasts. 

Interesting and informative article

J.Wm. (Bill) Rymer 
Lexington Park, MD 20653

We Get LettersWe Get Letters
911 Interim Director Mike 

Simmons updated the com-

missioners on the calls place 

to the 911 for the month of 

October. There was a total 

of 913 calls of service made 

into the center with 40 calls 

going to law enforcement, 

97 calls for EMS, 20 calls 

for Company 10, 13 calls for 

Company 20, eight calls for 

Company 30, and 13 calls to 

Company 40. 

Simmons reported that 

the center has hired one full-

time and one part-time new 

employees. These employ-

ees have begun training and 

should round out the work 

force needs of the center 

when fi nished.

Continued work on the 

new CAD system will be 

ongoing for the fi ve months 

and the mapping stage will 

begin December 6. The go-

live date for the new sys-

tem will be April 2, 2023, 

barring any unseen issues. 

The virtual server will be 

installed onsite the fi rst 

week of December and will 

take four to fi ve days for 

completion. 

TC Animal Shelter Direc-

tor Bailey Falls reported to 

the commission the monthly 

report. From September 1 

to November 16 the TCAS 

had 114 intake animals, 

73 adoptions, 17 owner 

reclaims, six euthanasians 

for medically or behav-

iorally issues indicted, 0 

euthanasians to make space, 

fi ve were deceased, 42 ani-

mals were placed in a foster 

home, eight were Trapped-

Neuter-Return (TNR), three 

animals were transferred to 

rescue partners, 27 animals 

are currently at the shel-

ter and 25 are currently in 

foster homes. There are a 

total of 52 animals in TCAS 

care. 

Falls noted that a new 

data entry was added for 

euthanasians made for 

space. Falls said, Euthana-

sia for space is something 

that the TCAS has never 

had to do, thanks to the 

relentless work of staff  and 

volunteers as well as the 

support of the county com-

mission since the inception 

of the shelter. That is some-

thing to be proud and some-

thing that our community 

needs to understand is only 

possible when the shelter is 

supported continually. 

This month Shelter Ani-

mals Count, the national 

database for animals in 

shelters in the United States 

highlighted a concerning 

trend in 2022’s data. Across 

the nation, especially in 

the Appalachian region, 

too many animals are stay-

ing in shelters while more 

are entering every day. We 

have been feeling this for 

months. When we adopt out 

one animal, fi ve more take 

their place within the hour. 

The infl ux of animals being 

found in cardboard boxes by 

bus stops, on remote roads, 

and stranded at the county 

line is unprecedented com-

pared to recent years. We 

can speculate at infl ation, 

the pandemic, the vet short-

age, or all of the above for 

the cause, but what we need 

to focus on is the solution. 

I know that the fact that 

the TCAS is considered a 

“No Kill”, which means that 

we do euthanize for space, 

is a pride point for many of 

our citizens. We call upon 

our citizens to continue to 

support the shelter’s eff orts 

to remain “No Kill”. We 

need dog walkers, as we 

have multiple large, long 

term stay dogs with lots of 

energy to expend. We need 

folks to help us socialize 

kittens that never should 

have been born and are ter-

rifi ed of humans. We need 

competent volunteers to 

help us by driving to and 

from the vet’s offi  ce.

We have said it before 

and we will say it again 

until it does not need to be 

said, if you want to help 

homeless animals in your 

community, start by spay-

ing and neutering your own. 

If you are feeding cats and 

you do not know beyond a 

shadow of doubt that they 

are fi xed, you are contrib-

uting to the problem. Call 

us (TCAS), we will loan 

you traps and help you get 

them fi xed, but we need you 

to help us by getting them 

trapped. Please help us help 

the animals of our county!”

Falls also mentioned 

there will be a rabies clinic 

held in Thomas and Par-

sons on Saturday, April 22, 

2023. Falls informed the 

commission that no appli-

cants had been received for 

the part-time job opening 

at the shelter. The job pays 

$11 for an approximate 20 

hours per week. Any appli-

cant needs to have week-

end and holidays available. 

Falls encouraged anyone 

wanting to apply to submit 

their application at the shel-

ter or commission offi  ce by 

November 23, 2022. 

Shelia DeVilder from 

the commission’s offi  ce 

reported that a grant had 

been received to repair the 

clock tower. 

Tucker County Sheriff  

Jake Kopec gave his activity 

report to the commission for 

the month October. Kopec 

reported that among of the 

activity there were three 

felony arrests, one misde-

meanor arrest, four misde-

meanor citations issued, 10 

hazardous moving viola-

tions cited, a street value of 

zero dollars’ worth of drugs 

taken off  the streets, 412 job 

tasks completed, and 6,394 

miles driven by department 

patrolling. 

Kopec also reported that 

the unpaid real estate taxes 

for the year of 2021 and 

2022 were certifi ed to the 

State of West Virginia. This 

means if you did not pay 

your real estate taxes for 

these years you will have to 

redeem them from the State 

by calling 304- 558-2251. 

Kopec said, “I have done a 

lot of work to try to get the 

awareness out to the public. 

We sent out letters that said, 

“Look you have not paid 

your taxes.” We gave them 

another letter telling them 

how things had changed 

and how they are not going 

to have as much time. They 

are not going to have the 

redemption period they had 

before.” The sale of delin-

quent property will happen 

in similar fashion as before 

except the state is taking it 

over. The sale will happen 

sometime between March 

and June. Electronic pay-

ment for real estate taxes is 

now available on-line.

The commissioners 

accepted a formal resigna-

tion from Emily Wilson-

Hauger from the Tucker 

County Cultural District 

Authority. Hauger stated 

other commitments, work, 

and family have pulled 

her in too many directions. 

In her letter she said, “I 

will remain a very willing 

and enthusiastic partner in 

my professional role with 

Woodlands Development 

and Lending and as a fellow 

Tucker County resident.”

Commissioner Fred 

Davis reported that the 

landfi ll has received its new 

trash compactor. 

At the end of the meeting 

County Clerk Sherry Sim-

mons said, “I would just 

like to thank my staff  for an 

outstanding election. Their 

hard work and dedication to 

Tucker County is appreci-

ated not just for elections but 

for every day. To the 55 poll 

workers, Tucker County 

Commission, county main-

tenance staff , St. George 

Medical Clinic, countless 

volunteers, Tucker County 

Schools, Sheriff  Kopec, all 

the polling locations, thank 

you because if it was not 

for you we could not do our 

job. 

A special thank you for 

the voters of Tucker County, 

which we voted 54 percent. 

We, Tucker County, was the 

fi rst to report our election, 

on election night. Some 

may say, “Oh you are small 

county. That is why you got 

to report fi rst.” We may be 

small, but we are fi erce!” 

Simmons also reported 

that Tucker County was 

number one in voter turn-

out. 

The next Tucker County 

Commission meeting will 

be held on December 14, 

2022, at 9 a.m. and located 

in the Tucker County Court-

house Courtroom at 211 

First Street, Parsons, West 

Virginia, 26287.

Fundraiser Cont. From Front Page

by the DOH in 2019, more than 80 percent of public com-

ments to the state agency favored a northern route. 

Saundra Goss, owner of a popular restaurant in Davis, 

reinforced the notion that eff orts by the local group are not 

intended to stop the highway project.  “We all understand 

this highway is a permanent addition, and we only want 

the choice of location to be the best possible placement for 

our communities,” Goss said.

Questions about the “Go North” campaign can be 

directed to Rachelle Davis at 304-642-8728 or to Nancy 

Luscombe at nancyluscombe@gmail.com.  

Terri Weiford, Nail Technician
119 Third Street, Elkins, WV
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